[Psychopathologic symptoms and cognitive test performance in schizophrenic patients].
Psychopathological symptoms and cognitive test performance were examined in 34 acute schizophrenic patients. The results of a clusteranalytic approach in order to distinguish groups of patients with different syndromes were disappointing. Three dimensions of negative, hallucinatory-delusional, and disorganised symptoms could be established by factor analysis. The disorganised symptom dimension showed strong and significant relations to mnestic and intellectual impairments of the patients. Hallucinatory-delusional symptoms were related to deficits in tests of visual memory and visual search. Negative symptoms were not related to cognitive impairments of the patients. The results are discussed in respect of other studies reporting correlations of schizophrenic symptoms and cognitive disturbances, and with regard to hypotheses of brain dysfunction in schizophrenia. In future research, consideration of the three main dimensions of schizophrenic symptoms could be useful to reduce the heterogeneity of schizophrenic samples.